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Events held in Minsk on occasion of World Animal Day

7i04.10 // 16:58 /] English

A series of events were organized in Minsk's Maksim Gorky Park on October 4 on the occasion of the World
Animal Day.

Their aim is to raise Minsk residents' awareness on the welfare of stray and abandoned animals, Natallya
Byalyanava, director of the City Fauna animal welfare charity said.

The program included art performances, a doggy fashion show, a dog and cat show, a music concert and the
screening of animal rights video.

City Fauna and another animal welfare charity named Ehida brought around 40 pets from their shelters to the park on
Sunday in an attempt to re-home them. They also put up a tent to collect donations, such as pet food, cages, collars
and other pet supplies, for stray and abandoned animals kept at the shelters. Free consultations by veterinary
physicians also were available.

"Even if one or two animals find owners, we will view this as a positive result," Ms. Byalyanava said. "What is
important is to make people talk about this problem."

She said that many people were either cautious about taking animals from the shelters or just did not know about their
existence.

A similar campaign held in Minsk this past August attracted the attention of people and some of them visited the
shelter afterward to adopt animals, she said.

City Fauna currently cares for 118 dogs and 60 cats and Ehida for 30 dogs and 20 cats. //BelaPAN
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