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ShareThis World Animal Day
World Animal Day was observed earlier this month - on October 4th. Started in Florence Italy in 1931 at 

a convention of ecologists, World Animal Day has since expanded its focus from its original intent, 

which was to bring attention to endangered or threatened species. The day is now set aside as a time 

to reflect on all of the animals we share this world with, and our involvement with them - and to spur 

action to commemorate that respectful relationship. Half the world's mammals are declining in 

population and more than a third are probably threatened with extinction, according to an update of of 

the Red List (an inventory of biodiversity issued by the IUCN), released on October 6, 2008. Below is 

a collection of recent photos of animals around the world - Happy (belated) World Animal Day. (38 
photos total)
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Green Sea Turtles in the waters of Bora Bora, Tahiti are seen in this undated photograph from an 

exhibit titled "Irreplaceable: Wildlife in a Warming World," recently shown at the Peerless building 

in downtown Providence, Rhode Island. The exhibit showcased animals most threatened by global 

warming, such as green sea turtles. The gender of sea turtle eggs are determined by temperature, 

which means global warming would upset the natural gender balance. (Michele Westmorland) 
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2 A grizzly bear looks on at St-Felicien Wildlife Zoo in St-Felicien, Quebec September 24, 2008. Parks Canada 

estimates that up to 20,000 grizzly bears remain in western Alberta, the Yukon and Northwest Territories and 
British Columbia. The Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada lists grizzly bear as a "Special 
Concern". (REUTERS/Mathieu Belanger) # 
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3 A blacktip shark is seen in this undated handout image released on October 10, 2008. Scientists using DNA 

testing have confirmed the second-known instance of "virgin birth" in a shark - a female of this species named Tidbit 
that produced a baby without a male shark. The shark died after being removed from the tank at a Virginia aquarium for 
a veterinary examination, and a subsequent necropsy revealed that Tidbit was carrying a fully developed shark pup 
nearly ready to be born. Virgin birth, known scientifically as parthenogenesis, also has been documented in 
Komodo dragons, snakes, birds, bony fish and amphibians. (REUTERS/Matthew D. Potenski) # 
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29 A baby Orangutan named Isalie is seen in her enclosure, beign held by her mother, Siti in the Munich Zoo 

on October 7, 2008. Isalie was born in the zoo in Hellabrunn on July 14, 2008. (AP Photo/Christof Stache) # 

 

30 A lion cub named Mandisa (left), watches her brother Masamba chew on a limb as the two play at the NEW Zoo 

on Thursday. Oct. 9, 2008 in Suamico, Wisconsin. The pair were born on July 19, 2008. (AP Photo/Green Bay 
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Press-Gazette, Corey Wilson) # 

 

31 In this photo released by the Wildlife Conservation Society, a Victoria crowned pigeon is seen at the Bronx Zoo 

in New York, Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2008. (AP Photo/WCS, Julie Larsen Maher) # 
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32 The Capron Park Zoo in Attleboro, Massachusetts recently acquired a rare male white lion named Ramses, 

seen here basking in the afternoon sunshine. He is housed with two female lionesses who are sisters and who both 
carry the gene for the white color form. The zoo hopes to breed the male to the females. (Michele McDonald/Globe Staff) # 
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33 Emperor Penguins are seen in an undated photograph from an exhibit titled "Irreplaceable: Wildlife in a 

Warming World," recently shown at the Peerless building in downtown Providence, Rhode Island. Warmer temperatures 
in Antarctica are causing declines in krill, one of the penguin's main food source. (Kevin Schaffer) # 
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34 In this photo released by the Wildlife Conservation Society, a Chacoan Horned frog is photogrpahed at the 

Bronx Zoo, Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2008 in New York. The Chacoan Horned frog has a unique pattern that carries over into 
its eye color as well. (AP Photo/WCS, Julie Larsen Maher) # 
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35 A black Persian cat stares at a judge, during an international cat beauty contest, in Bucharest, Romania on 

Saturday, Sept. 27, 2008. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda) # 
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36 Keyah, a baby white rhino born on October 10, 2008 and weighing 30kg, stands by its mother on October 15, 2008 

at the Cerza zoo in Hermival-les-Vaux, France. The birth in captivity of white rhinos are very rare, one to two per year 
in Europe. (MYCHELE DANIAU/AFP/Getty Images) # 
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37 Moyo, a 3-year-old male cheetah from South Africa, chases a lure during the Cheetah Dash event at the Animal 

Ark in Reno, Nevada on Sunday, Sept. 21, 2008. Animal Ark runs the cheetahs regularly to keep them in good health. 
(AP Photo/Nevada Appeal, Kevin Clifford) # 
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38 Sangworn, a mahout (elephant driver), stands with his 13 year old elephant, Bussaba, at his temporary 

camp September 26, 2008 in Bangkok, Thailand. While the elephant is a symbol of Thailand, it is a fairly common site to 
see the unemployed and homeless animals roaming the city streets begging for food. The tame elephants dodge the 
traffic as their mahouts sell sugar cane by the bag to tourists who then feed them. Thai officials frown upon the practice 
and have passed laws banning elephants from roadways but the mahouts still come risking fines in order to 
survive. Elephants have been big business for the country for centuries but now they are reduced to a major 
tourist attraction. Elephants are trained to paint, play musical instruments, and even kick soccer balls. Until Thailand 
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banned logging in 1989, many Asian elephants were laborers working in the jungles. (Paula Bronstein/Getty Images) # 
 

More links and information

World Animal Day - official site

Wildlife Conservation Society - official site

Endangered Species - NYTimes.com Topics Page

The Red List - International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources list of threatened species

ADVERTISEMENT 
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96 comments so far...

1.
Wow!!. The picture number 4 was amazing. 

Good job.

António Chagas - www.antchagas.com

Posted by António Chagas October 17, 08 01:10 PM

2.
The cat in 35 is gazing into my soul.

Posted by Anonymous October 17, 08 01:11 PM

3.
great pics as usual

Posted by goofydg1 October 17, 08 01:16 PM

4.
I heart this gallery

Posted by kristen October 17, 08 01:39 PM

5.
#34 - All glory to the hypnotoad!

Posted by Matt B October 17, 08 01:39 PM

6.
I like the last picture, you can see that they are very attached

Posted by Jasper October 17, 08 01:47 PM

7.
Magnifique!

Posted by Ryan R. October 17, 08 01:49 PM

8.
umm shark virgin birth? crazy. 

and, i wish i had an elephant.
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http://weatherford.wordpress.com

Posted by evan weatherford October 17, 08 02:01 PM

9.
I'm a fan of the big picture, but this time you posted the best pictures i have ever seen in here :)

The running cheetah is my new desktop wallpaper, big up for you!

Posted by Raibaz October 17, 08 02:09 PM

10.
#18.. That IS an UGLY cat!!

Posted by Marcelo October 17, 08 02:09 PM

11.
#19 Kingfisher - wow, that was one lucky photographer. 

Posted by Dick Cheney October 17, 08 03:04 PM

12.
AMAzING CREATIONS!

Posted by Anonymous October 17, 08 03:10 PM

13.
#25 Azureus!!

Posted by plus October 17, 08 03:12 PM

14.
Superb pictures, thanks!

Posted by Jon Moss October 17, 08 03:16 PM

15.
The turtles are my new background and all I want to do is feast my eyes on them.

Posted by Jess October 17, 08 03:23 PM

16.
Congratulations! One of the best galleries so far. Except for the UGLY cat. 

Posted by João Brito October 17, 08 03:30 PM

17.
Looking at these pictures makes me want to do something more to help out the animals of the world..

Posted by Hazel October 17, 08 03:56 PM

18.
Great stuff

Posted by Justin Buckland October 17, 08 04:13 PM

19.
This my favorite site! 

Always a real treat! 

:>)

Posted by Grumpytech October 17, 08 04:18 PM

20.
I was wondering if my fellow romanians will ever get their pictures posted here and im glad to see they 

did sooner then expected, keep up the awesome work 

Posted by required.name October 17, 08 04:21 PM

21.
hahaha.. loved all of the pics. but like everyone else I that cat is ugly..

Posted by Rey October 17, 08 04:22 PM
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22.
I love your pictures, they're always amazing!

Posted by Noisette Sociale October 17, 08 04:22 PM

23.
Amazing pictures! I really love them all

Posted by Patricia October 17, 08 04:36 PM

24.
some of the best animal pictures I have ever seen

Posted by Sandy64 October 17, 08 05:10 PM

25.
This could be my very favorite post of all. 

I especially love the black persian cat's eyes #35. 

I think I will blog about your photos for World Animal Day on my blog. 

Thanks ever so much. ~ Rosemary

http://contentinacottage.blogspot.com

Posted by Content in a Cottage October 17, 08 05:34 PM

26.
If you feel the urgent need to immediately do something - you can:  

http://www.wwf.org/

Posted by Michael October 17, 08 05:40 PM

27.
The Atlantic Wolffish makes me think of the Vogons from the HHGTTG movie. :)

Posted by Arlo October 17, 08 06:08 PM

28.
Don't cry Emo shark

Posted by Justin October 17, 08 06:17 PM

29.
Que la nature est belle... De très beau shoot comme d'habitude, bravo !

Posted by mnk0r October 17, 08 06:22 PM

30.
thanks a lot from Spain :)

it's awesome

Posted by Muzzle October 17, 08 06:49 PM

31.
Amazing !!!!!

Posted by Anonymous October 17, 08 07:00 PM

32.
I always come back to this blog

Posted by Davsot October 17, 08 07:04 PM

33.
Que lindas fotos!!

Posted by Alejandro October 17, 08 07:06 PM

34.
Muy bellas fotos!

Posted by Alejandro October 17, 08 07:35 PM
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35. #16 Those Narwhals are amazing! Never seen them in a pack (horde? gang? pod?).

#11+#22 wolffishes and warthogs are ugly buggers

@Dick Cheney (11): Considering the work of Manfred Delpho it wasn't luck, but rather hard work, 

good preparation and patience.

Posted by Schmierwurst October 17, 08 08:38 PM

36.
How come no picture of 

Dennis' the manatee's 

rotting carcass in the back  

of the ryder truck?

Dead manatees are people too.

Posted by JoeDonNugget October 17, 08 09:46 PM

37.
Amazing !!!!! I like pic 4 and 6 so much ...thanks 

Posted by Anonymous October 17, 08 10:01 PM

38.
Awesome pics, as usual. Just a heads up, though: on picture 38, where it reads "[...]it is a fairly 

common site to see the unemployed and homeless animals[...]", it should read "[...]it is a fairly 

common sight...". Keep up the great work.

Posted by Jeronimo Fernandez October 17, 08 10:26 PM

39.
It's disheartening to think that so many of these beautiful creatures can only be found in zoos now. The 

fine balance of earth's diversity should be respected and protected.

Posted by Opensourcemd October 18, 08 12:48 AM

40.
Oh, when I view these photos I think of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) being dismantled by the 

Bush Administration. To help save these creatures, please visit my website at: http://oeacares.blogspot.

com/ You can also take a Poll on your feelings toward the ESA. I'd enjoy your opinion on this issue. 

Robert61

Posted by Robert61 October 18, 08 01:12 AM

41.
³¬Æ¯ÁÁ°¡~~~~~~!!´ó°®~

Posted by joeydreamer October 18, 08 01:36 AM

42.
i love the penguins

oh my gosh.. 

they are cute..

^^,
http://www.boston.com/bigpicture/2008/10/world_animal_day.html (44 of 51) [22/10/2008 10:30:45]

http://www.naturbilder.de/ManfredDelpho/
http://oeacares.blogspot.com/
http://oeacares.blogspot.com/


World Animal Day - The Big Picture - Boston.com

Posted by gemo October 18, 08 02:04 AM

43.
Toutes belles. What else ?

Posted by Christian Soulier October 18, 08 02:20 AM

44.
woowwwww so nice , I love this bloggggggg. 

Posted by Anonymous October 18, 08 02:47 AM

45.
Excellent Photography... Keep it Up.

 
http://juzcoim.blogspot.com

Posted by Juzer Burhani October 18, 08 03:22 AM

46.
wow.

i always thought i was good, but most of this stuff makes me drool with envy.

Posted by travelgirl October 18, 08 03:26 AM

47.
#35: I can has mouf?

Posted by prowler October 18, 08 04:11 AM

48.
e-very-time the pictures are astonisching ! 

simply amazing, thank you for sharing them

Posted by Me, David October 18, 08 04:49 AM

49.
Great photo's as always!

How do Narwhales avoid poking each other with that tusk?

If you want more than just photo's, check out this excellent article below about monkeys. And yes, they 

DO understand economics!

Discover Interview - The "Monkey Whisperer" Learns the Secrets of Primate Economics:  

http://discovermagazine.com/2008/nov/13-the-monkey-whisperer-learns-the-secrets-of-primate-

economics 

Posted by Jojo October 18, 08 05:04 AM

50.
Your site is absolutely amazing ! Allways such astounishing and great quality pics 

Thank you for offering this to us.  

#38 is fantastic. The human an the animal holding to one another in dispair, both looking so 

miserable !!! 

Posted by JC October 18, 08 07:19 AM
so beautfiul i feel ashaed to be part of manhood..
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51. Posted by Bob October 18, 08 07:56 AM

52.
For those of you who liked the Narwhal photo, you can see more of Paul Nicklen's work at www.

paulnicklen.com. He's got an amazing gallery of Leopard Seal photos!

Posted by Leif Miltenberger October 18, 08 10:10 AM

53.
Beautiful photos as always. There's a typo on #29 - could join us "beign" should be "being".

Posted by Adam Collard October 18, 08 11:15 AM

54.
La photo du martin pêcheur est tout simplement magnifique... 

Un vieux rêve... être photographe animalier !!!!

Posted by Fabien October 18, 08 11:30 AM

55.
Truly awesome! Thanks. Ann Marie

Posted by Ann Marie Wood October 18, 08 12:16 PM

56.
This is the best blog ever in the history of all blogs. But better.

Posted by Johnpie14 October 18, 08 12:41 PM

57.
Without words!!!!!!!! Incredible!!!!!!!!!! 

Posted by Pete272419 October 18, 08 01:46 PM

58.
These pictures are really great work! I liked them all but I was surprised when I read what is written 

under #28. I'm from Bulgaria and I'm grateful that my country is mentioned in such important topic. I 

hope people find a solution for the animal problem.

Posted by Stella October 18, 08 03:05 PM

59.
niebianska tworczosc pokazana w niebianski sposob!!! swietne zdjecia, mozna patrzec, patrzec i... 

patrzec! a najlepsze jest to ze to piekno jest wsrod nas!!!! Pozdrowienia z Polski dla Polakow i nie 

tylko!!!

Posted by KoloBolo October 18, 08 04:00 PM

60.
No spiders? :(

Posted by Richi October 18, 08 06:33 PM

61.
beautiful. a pleasure and honor to view them. the cat is not ugly because it has no hair, it is part of it's 

genetics.

Posted by eugenia October 18, 08 09:17 PM

62.
Beautiful.

I love the tigers in #23

D!

Posted by Dez! October 18, 08 09:59 PM
Stunning. Thank you... :)
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63. Posted by Lee October 18, 08 10:27 PM

64.
Wow, awesome, I don't have words. One of the best post I`ve seen on this blog, thanks for the fantastic 

images

Posted by Eduardo October 19, 08 02:43 AM

65.
Impressive. Was thoroughly amused until the last photo #38 which made a poignant affect on me. 

We've talking Man and Habitat, Man and Culture, Man and the Environment,.... It's time we highlight 

Man and Animals as well. 

Posted by Perry Yu October 19, 08 02:43 AM

66.
last week one elephant was killed by a drunk driver in the street of Bangkok while begging for food at 

night. Several elephants were killed or badly injured and it will happen again if the authority could not 

find any solutions to protect these magnificant creatures. 

Posted by s.silapong October 19, 08 05:59 AM

67.
Amazing, as always

Posted by Gael October 19, 08 09:47 AM

68.
some awesome photos here. I was just at the bronx zoo last week and I think i saw that flamingo!  

I'm pretty surprised at how small some of these animals are, and the life and methodology of the 

people that document them.

any amateur or professional zoologists with a blog out there? 

Posted by freshouttatime October 19, 08 10:37 AM

69.
Great photos! 

We have to watch over out planet!

Alex 

http://www.recentnews.co.uk

Posted by Alex October 19, 08 11:40 AM

70.
GORGEOUSLY!!!... Like always, of course.

Posted by Lacolz October 19, 08 03:54 PM

71.
What a wonderful world!

Posted by blumer October 19, 08 06:08 PM

72.
#19, #25, #33....

Simply fantastic....

Posted by TareX October 19, 08 06:09 PM
pictures full of love
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73. Posted by emily October 19, 08 09:28 PM

74.
animals are beutiful

Posted by mrifan October 20, 08 02:23 AM

75.
Wonderful shots! 

My favourites are n.1, n.3, n.4, n.12. 

Number 24 is meaningful.

Giò 

http://pampafamily.homeip.net/photoblog/oculus/

Posted by Giò October 20, 08 04:34 AM

76.
wow those animals are amazing i hope the all survive.

Posted by jake October 20, 08 05:41 AM

77.
che spettacolo!!!!fantastiche foto

Posted by gegio October 20, 08 06:08 AM

78.
All awesome pics but #19 is #1 for me.

You may not know this but the creatures in pics 7, 9, 11, 16 and 18 all arrived by spaceship. (Oh, and 12 

if you believe Star Trek IV)

Posted by Gerb October 20, 08 06:15 AM

79.
Geniales!

Posted by zafia October 20, 08 06:51 AM

80.
Prelepe su fotografije.Deluju umirujuce dok ih gledas.

Posted by Keti October 20, 08 07:40 AM

81.
Perfect!!!

Posted by svetli October 20, 08 08:42 AM

82.
Sad that most are maintained in zoos... wild animals getting hard to find, or photographers are just lazy 

these days.

Posted by Anonymous October 20, 08 12:15 PM

83.
increible una mezcla entre lo impactante, lo tierno, lo lindo y el miedo

buenas fotos

Posted by www.ayudacytotec.com October 20, 08 12:34 PM

84.
Toooooooo many animals in captivity. 

Posted by Jeff October 20, 08 08:23 PM
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85. WOW!! That is absolutely AMAZING!! 

Posted by Ellen October 20, 08 10:01 PM

86.
Awesome pics .........

Posted by Abhishek October 20, 08 11:47 PM

87.
WONDERFUL!!! I`d like to see more so beautiful pictures instead of weapons or wars.

Posted by Hannele Reinikainen October 21, 08 05:07 AM

88.
"Toooooooo many animals in captivity."  

That's true, but as we've seen, some animals have been reintroduced into the world after a while of 

being captured and locked down for breeding. As many of those pics were taken in some Zoo or 

otherwise in captivity. Even tho those pictures were nice and very inspiring, I'd still like to see all those 

animals in the wild. What we've done already, destroyed quite a bunch of different species, should be 

reimbursed, in a way or another. We are still brining many species near extinction. We have done it for 

a long time.. But amazing pictures anyhow! Thanks!

Posted by Samuli October 21, 08 09:45 AM

89.
The best animal pictures I have ever seen!! Awesome Gallery!! 

Posted by Richard William October 21, 08 10:35 AM

90.
Any kind of animal should have the right to be free, living in peace and freedom, not as slaves or 

captured in zoos. Great photographers, but some sad living beings, far away from their home-nature! It 

was called 'World Animal Day', not 'Pet-Day', 'Fishmarket-Day' or anything. I feel sorry for these pure 

creatures.

Posted by v.arndt October 21, 08 12:13 PM

91.
26... Dogs and America, two things i love

Posted by mike October 21, 08 12:24 PM

92.
Wonderful pictures! How great is Nature! Thanks for bring it to us! 

Posted by Olivia October 21, 08 01:35 PM

93.
Oh glory glory. Everything is so beautiful.

Posted by Rain October 21, 08 03:57 PM

94.
Wow, these are amazing!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!1111

Posted by Lynne October 21, 08 06:12 PM

95.
breathtaking pictures. The Elephant in particular.

Posted by mavis October 21, 08 07:23 PM

96.
i liked the pictures my favert was the cheetah on the water and i liked the picter of the bird too thank 

for the picturs from dominic
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