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THEY may not have come two by two, but animals answered the call at
the weekend when they attended a North-East church to be blessed as
part of World Animal Day.

Dogs, guinea pigs and budgies all took part in the unusual service at
Stockton Parish Church, on Saturday.

The event, which is in its 13th year, was led by lay reader Bridget Noble.

More than 20 people attended the service and the animals were on their
best behaviour.

Previous years have seen horses and goats being blessed in the church.

Space for horse boxes and trailers is made available outside to make all
animals feel welcome.

Mrs Noble said: “It is wonderful that so many people have turned up
despite the cold weather.

“This is the 13th year | have done this service and it is great that people
are still coming back.

“The animals are wonderful — | couldn’t live without them. They are so
innocent, they deserve a blessing like this.”

Mrs Noble said the new vicar, Reverend Alan Farish, had been a bit
surprised when she told him about the animal blessing.

She added: “I think he was a bit shocked, but he has been very happy to
take part and bring his own dog along.

“In the past, we have had lots of different animals, including horses, but |
think it is a bit cold for them to come this time. They are always well
behaved — we have only had one toilet accident before.

“The novelty has worn off a bit now, but it is good to see people are still
coming back.

Hopefully, we will hold the blessing again next year.”

Mr Farish used a clip from the film Shrek in his address to the
congregation, likening it to a story in the Bible.
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Many of those attending the service said they had decided to come after
spotting it in the church newsletter a few years ago and had returned
each year ever since.

Paul and Karen Wilson, of Stockton, said they loved bringing their two
chihuahuas to the service.
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BARK ALONG: Owners and pets at the service marking World Animal Day at Stockton
Parish Church
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