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Free admission to Zoo for children
Friday, October 3 2008

click on pic to zoom in

ADMISSION to the Emperor Valley
Zoo for children will be free today,
tomorrow and Sunday, in
commemoration of World Animal Day.

World Animal Day is celebrated each year on
October 4. This event was started in 1931 at a
Convention of Ecologists in Florence in order
to highlight the plight of endangered species. It
has since grown to encompass all kinds of
animal life and is recognised in countries
throughout the world.

In acknowledging World Animal Day Gupte
Lutchmedial, President of the Zoological
Society of Trinidad and Tobago (ZSTT) said:
“The true sense of humanity is a disposition to
treat other human beings as well as animals

i i ” Children visiting the Emperor Valley Zoo.
with kindness. 9 p Y

Admission will be free to children throughout
this weekend....
He asserts that World Animal Day is a time to

celebrate and appreciate our relationships with all animals.

The ZSTT advocates that World Animal Day is a time to reflect on the ways in which
animals enrich our lives and the role we play to respect and protect their welfare needs.
This year’s celebrations will commemorate the launch of the ZSTT Schools’ Outreach
Programme, which is being done jointly with the San Juan Rotary Club.

The ZSTT said in a statement as custodians of planet Earth it is the responsibility of

humans to treat all species with respect, kindness, compassion and love. However, some

persons view animals as nothing more than property to be treated however the owner
desires. This view has created an inhumane situation for millions of animals that share
our world.

Education about the many ways in which animals enhance our lives is another critical
area for the realisation of the Vision 2020 drive to developed nation status. World Animal
Day is an ideal opportunity for all our citizens to recognise the importance of our animals
and the need to help stop human cruelty towards animals.

The legislative framework for the protection and conservation of animals within Trinidad
and Tobago is stated within the Conservation of Wildlife Act. In addition, TT is signatory
to the Convention on Biological Diversity which requires us to be part of the worldwide
effort to save the planet’s vast array of species; Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species (CITES); and the Specially Protected Areas and Wildlife Protocol
(SPAW), where we function as part of a regional programme.

Trinidad and Tobago is the leading territory within the Caribbean in wildlife protection and
enforcement. This status has allowed the nation to attract and develop ties with
international groups committed to animal protection. The International Fund for Animal

Welfare (IFAW) is currently one of the largest animal welfare and conservation charities in

the world. IFAW was founded by a small group of people in 1969 to stop the commercial
hunt for seal pups in Canada. IFAW is now one of the largest animal welfare
organisations in the world with a global team concentrating efforts on reducing
commercial exploitation of wild animals; protecting wildlife habitats; and providing
emergency relief to animals in distress.

Lutchmedial, who represents the IFAW locally, said the organisation has conducted a
wildlife law enforcement seminar and has undertaken non-invasive whale research work
within Caribbean waters. More recently IFAW has held workshops for integrated beach
management and is mounting a strong education and proactive response campaign for
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