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Nassau, Bahamas - St. Christopher’s Church in Lyford Cay was packed full on Sunday October 4th, in the afternoon 
as Archdeacon Keith Cartwright preached to the animals and their owners in celebration of St. Francis of Assisi 
day. Close to 50 animals packed into the small white church. There were fish, hamsters, cats, kittens, dogs, puppies 
and a fresh water turtle (Terrapin).  
 
"They all behaved amazingly well", noted Bahamas Humane President Kim Aranha. "Whilst the congregation sang 
All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small” they (the animals in church) all sat peacefully as if they 
knew that they were in the presence of God".   
 
Kim Aranha told us that she is so grateful to Archdeacon Cartwright for holding this service yearly. “The first one 
was three years ago and six animals were present, now the word is going around and people are come from as far 
as Fox Hill to have their beloved pets blessed. It really makes me feel good,” Kim Aranha added, “because we have 
to deal with so much cruelty and sadness at the Bahamas Humane Society on a regular basis that it is a good feeling 
to see happy and healthy animals who are well cared for and loved”.  
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Archdeacon Cartwright is a keen animal lover and is on the board of the Bahamas Humane Society himself. “We 
are delighted how many people came out to worship with us”, said Archdeacon Cartwright, “the church was full and 
the animals were very peaceful.”
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