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SPCA overwhelmed by response at World Animal Day 

The SPCA said they were thrilled with the turnout at their first World Animal Day celebrations, 
which they organised at Ta’ Qali National Park last Sunday. On the day, marking the feast of 
St Francis, patron saint of animals, different events were organised around the world to raise 
awareness about pet welfare. 
 
Organised by the SPCA, sponsored by the Ministry for Resources and Rural Affairs (MRA) and 
supported by Dogs Trust, Pet Nutrition and the National Canine Federation, the local event 
celebrated our furry pals by bringing together families, friends and their pets for a jam-
packed day of fun-filled activities.  
 
Hundreds of people turned up to make the most of the sunshine and enjoy pony rides, a 
police dog display and talks on grooming horses and different types of dogs. Other activities 
included a Maltese interactive play on animal welfare at the Greek Theatre, an excerpt from 
the musical Cats presented by the Alison White dance studio and an Exemption Dog Show for 
pure breeds and cross-bred dogs, organised with the help of the Maltese National Canine 
Federation, which awarded, among others, the Handsomest Dog and Waggiest Tail titles.  
 
The Malta Dog Training Society also participated in the day’s activities with a display on 
Obedience and the Good Citizen Dog Scheme. MRA also played a part by providing a variety 
of farm animals from Ghammieri to enable children and adults alike to have closer 
communication with these beautiful creatures. Finally a number of other animal NGOs, stalls 
and stands selling food and refreshments, books and clothing were also there to make it an 
enjoyable day out for all.
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