16 I1SSUE227 1-70CT2010

THE NEWS CREW

www. FirstNews.co.uk

Feeding time
at the 200...

[ WAS invited by First News to go to Colehester
Z.00 to celebrate world antmal day, (took with me
my sister, AlLce, and my mum.

by Harriet Willmott

we had the most amazing time. wWe arrived in the
morning to Look around the zoo before belng shown the
reptiles and bugs in the afternoon.

Glew met us to show us around. He is tn charge of reptiles
andl fish in the top part of the zoo. Our first job was to feed
the Rhino and (guanas. They were huge and beautifully
camouflaged in thelr enclosure, which was made to Look
almost Like a rocky desert and was very hot and humid.
They eat weeds, greens and fruit, dusted with caleium
powodler to help with their diet.

Glew thew took us into another very hot room which had
lots of clear tanks with a huge variety of baby reptiles and
bugs. our favourite reptile in this room was the Pancake
tortolse. We also met a hinge back tortoise and a beautiful
Royal pythow called Floyadd.

n the discovery part of the zoo we were able to hold
Hissing cockroaches from Madagascar, | never thought
that ( would want to hold the cockroaches or the giant
spinmey stick insects but we did and ( really ewjoged it,
but Mum didn't.

we then met Matt who is in charge of the reptiles, giant
tortoises and leaf cutter ants in the bottowm part of the Zoo.
The giant African spurred tortoises were so strong and large
that they wmove around Like tanks, pushing anything or
anyone out of their way. They live anything from 50 to 100
years. These tortoises are the largest reptiles at Colchester.

After a short walk to prune a privet hedge we headed off to
see the leaf cutter ants who have the most amazing colony
at the zoo. We watched them cut the leaves that we fed them
and thew they carried the cut leaf with a smaller minim ant
sitting own top all the way to the nest where they Leave it by
the entrance. Another worker ant will carry the leaf into the
nest to muleh it up and, eventually, those leaves produce a
fungus that the ants thew eat. This fungus is only found
tn leaf cutter ant colonies.

Thank You to Colehester Zoo - it was fantastic!

National Geographic Reptiles goes
in search of three very different
members of the reptile family in this
two disc DVD set out now.

Inning writer...

e

BARLIER this year, my grandaod came rounol

to tell me about a competition in a national
newspaper. It was to help Anthony Browne write a
new book, about a bear and his magic pencil. ALL
proceeds go to a charity for children in hospital. (
entered the competition by finishing the line that
was given to us tn the newspaper.

by Olivia Allen-Hall

( then wrote a page of the story. My story was about bear
walking in the forest when suddenly a bee Landed on his
nose. To solve the problem bear drew some flowers to distract
the bees, while he ate their mouth watering honey. Thew ( sent
it off and had to wait a couple of months to get the results.

There were thousands of entries and ten winners which ( was
one of. It was very exciting. it was judged by Theo walcott,
Anthony Browne and | Julia Donaldson (writer of The Gruffalo)
and BAFTA-winning children’s TV writer Sarah Ball.

Adfter the phone call a photographer came to my house to
take the photos for the newspaper. A few weeks Later | received
my waterstones vouchers to the value of £100. | gave some to
my school and kept the rest.

Thew, on 2 August, | recelved my Lnvite to the book Launch
and party. we had to travel to London ow the train and went
to the publisher HarperCollins. Once we got there we went
tnstde to the reception. We were taken to a room that was set
out for a party. There were sandwiches and a cake made to
Look Like our new book. Then Anthony Browne read the story
to us and he made the book come to Life. tt was great.

we enjoyed the party and had good fun. Anthony signed
a book, for us and we all received a goody bag. n it we got
a bear, a sigwed photo from Theo walcott and some writing
materials to write our own book. What a brill day.

Star dance
lesson!

LAST week | went to Soho gym in
Londown to meet Flawless and tnterview
them about belng itn Streetbance 3D the
movie. L was so nwervous but very excited
at the same time.

by Alex Lacey

They were all really nice boys when t walked
Ln. L gave them a high five thew a Low five, which
{ thought was guite cool. They said they would
teach wme a new dance move which ( can't wait to
show off at school.

( aLreaolg Learn street dance at my dawnce school,
Dancebites, so | was happy that | picked wp the
moves really quickly. The one move [ was really
happy about learning was the robot arms as ( have
been trying to do this for a long time and enjoyed
being a wmember of Flawless.

They were really patient with me. t hope they
didn't notice my knees were shaking a bit
because | was nervous! | even took along my red
hat o the day so we all Looked the same while we
danced. At the end of the day they all signed it
for wme. tt’s o cool!

Adfter dancing we got dowwn to the tnterview.
My first question was: “How did you all become
a growp. Were You all friends before?” They said
they have all known each other for a long time,
mwost of thewm met through education, which
guess means at school!

MY next question was: “Have any of You got a
secret talent other than dancing?” Most of them
have another talent tn a sport Like basketball and
football. t was really curious to know how they
decide what dawnce wmoves to use in each dance.
They told wee that it is a group effort and they
all put something in. The group do a dance in
Streetpance 3D and they told me that they put
that dawnce together too.

Sowme of Flawless can even tap dance and do
ballet as well as street dance. Finally t asked
thewm “how it felt to be in a movie?” They were
all so excited about the film and said: “Wow it
was really good fun. Nowe of us ever thought we
would ever be in a movie!”

The film is great. | saw it at the cinema and
Flawless were Lovely and great dance teachers. |
had a brilliant day!

StreetDance 3D is out now
on DVD.
Check out some clips of Alex

at www.firstnews.co.uk
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