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A GROUP of students visited Didim’s animal shelter this week as part of World 
Animal Day. 
 
The Monday October 4 event was organised by Didim Council and Animal 
Friends Association. 
 
The students were taken to the shelter and visited the shelter under the 
supervision of their teachers. Didim Animal Friends Association Chairman 
Orhan Bingöl, Didim Council Social and Cultural Works Department officer 
Burçin Topal were also present at the visit. 
 
Mr Bingöl said the event was designed to befriend children with the animals. 
He said: “We will continue this activity at other schools. The students are very 
happy to be here with the animals.  
 
“We plan to do this kind of activity every now and again.” 
 
In regard to World Animal Day, he said: “The animals need not compassion, 
pity or protection but they need their rights being recognized and respected. 
 
“Turkey celebrates the World Animal Rights Day with the rest of the world 
now. We must realise that the humans do not have the right to skin animals 
to wear their fur or regard them as merely sources of food.  
 
“People do not have to love them but they have to respect their rights. We 
have to accept that the world is not a human-centred place, but all creatures 
have a need and right to exist.” 
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